 To Whom It May Concern, 

Where can you find the elderly and newborn, men and women, Christians and Atheists standing side by side shedding tears or sharing smiles? At any ballpark in America during the National Anthem. Music, whether skillfully created at the fingertips of the pianist or hauntingly released from the lips of a singer, can evoke nearly every conceivable emotion. 

What however, does this beautiful scenario have to do with Nevada’s education? There are such simple comparative studies that link the minds of our children and their ability to learn with their skill and participation in musical arts. UCLA conducted a study of 25,000 secondary students in 1999. The study found that students that were consistently involved with music showed “significantly higher” math proficiency skills by the 12th grade. According to the Nevada Board of Education’s Accountability reports from 2005-2010, Lyon Counties K-8th Math Assessment results showed that approx. 32% of our students were BELOW the national standard; 9-12th grades were about 30%. While budgets, funding and enrollment may be down it is clear that education should NOT be on the floor for any cutbacks. We NEED to ensure that our children receive every chance to succeed. On March 15, 1999 Neurological Research studied two groups of math students. One group was taught fractions in the conventional, academic manner. The second group was taught using a music-based lesson plan. The students with the musical lesson scored a full 100% HIGHER than those taught conventionally. 

Most available research for Nevada educational standards, that began record-keeping in 2003, shows Nevada ranking between 46th and 50th OUT OF 50 in the nation for K-12 in Reading, Writing, Math and Science skills! These numbers leave NO room for questions regarding the fact that our educational system needs a serious boost. Music and the Arts Programs could greatly improve this downward trend. We are all looking for ways to improve our homes, communities, counties, states and our nation as a whole. What better investment could we possibly have then that of the future? June 13, 2000, Con. Res. US Senate said, “Students who participate in school band and orchestra have the LOWEST levels of current and lifelong use of alcohol, tobacco, and illicit drugs among any group in society.” 

Lainey, a 15 year old Yerington High School student said, “Where else can a kid get an entire community to stand on its feet than at a concert. It doesn’t matter what I look like, I feel accepted and encouraged when the audience applauds.” We as a community of parents, teachers, grandparents and friends are faced with the difficulty of teaching our children about prejudice, racial differences, language barriers and all sorts of challenging moral dichotomies. Music reaches beyond the barriers that society creates to a place of acceptance and understanding. 

Please don’t take away the very thing that allows us to come together as a group. The one situation that does not depend on what sex you are, what color your hair is, how much money you make or what job you have. Let’s hang on to the fabric that makes this America the one that we learned about in history class. The one we send our children and parents off to fight for, where music still stands as the expressions of a generation; where our children can lift up their voices and instruments as one and truly show that this is the land of the free and the home of the brave. 

Respectfully,
